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of broken heads or' banishment, and by-and-by it is possible I
may see the body yield.'l

Parliament met on January 16. The speech from the Throne
announced the Spanish declaration of war against England, and
the failure of Lord Malmesbury's negotiations at Paris; con-
gratulated Ireland on the failure of the expedition to Bantry
Bay, and acknowledged in emphatic terms the loyal spirit shown
on that occasion, by all classes of the people. As in the two
previous sessions, the language of Grattan in dealing with the
French war bore a greater resemblance to that of Fox, than at
the beginning of the war. He urged the mismanagement of
military affairs and the pressing necessity for peace, and he ex-
pressed doubts of the sincerity of the recent negotiation, and a
strong opinion that it was the democratic character of the
French Government that made the English Ministers disinclined
to negotiate with it. These two last imputations, which were
equally made by the Whig party in England, appear to me to
have been essentially unfounded; but Grattan stood on much
firmer ground when he denounced the negligence that had been
shown in leaving Ireland during twelve critical days unpro-
tected by an English fleet, although the intended expedition to
Ireland had been for months foreshadowed by the Paris news-
papers. This was the second war, he complained, within fifteen
years in which Ireland had been involved by England, and then
entirely abandoned. cln 1779,7 he said, 'your army was sent
away, and you had no naval protection from England, and yet
then, as now, you voted large sums and poured out your popula-
tion to man the fleets and armies of Great Britain. Tour volun-
teers then, as your yeomen now, were assigned as your sole
protectors. Two years back, the British Minister played the
same game in Ireland. By a dispensing power he withdrew
from the kingdom the troops allotted by law for your defence,
and left you but 7,000 men, and that, too, at a time when yon
had no volunteers/ c And now, a third time have they left us
without the protection of the British fleet, with raw troops, and
to the accident of wind and weather for safety.' If the French
had reached Cork, even though they had then met with a final
defeat, this event would have thrown back beyond calculation
1 Bev.W. Hamilton, Jan. 14, 1797. (I.S.P.O.)
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